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William c 1699 to 1744 5x GGF 

When I began researching the Tringham family history I found that most early records 

existed in Herefordshire and The City of London with very few anywhere else. Even as late 

as the 1841 census there were only 81 Tringhams listed, 40 in the City, 16 in Herefordshire 

and the reminder scattered in only 7 other counties.  

There is an online theory that all Tringhams originated in Herefordshire and they were 

descended from French Huguenots who landed in the West Country whilst fleeing religious 

persecution in France in the 1500s. But I have found no evidence to support this claim. 

So what about the evidence for the 

City of London Tringhams and what 

kind of city did they inhabit. By all 

accounts a rapidly growing, thriving 

bustling place. This map from 1725 

shows you its size then and for 

nearly 200 years they lived and 

worked in this small area of it.  

The pink area was that which had been 

destroyed in The Great fire in 1666 and this 

is where they lived and helped rebuild. To 

us St. Paul’s and the other surviving 

churches are ancient. To them they were 

modern. They saw Wren’s masterpieces go 

up and perhaps even saw the man himself.  
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The evidence of their lives 

begins with certainty in 1713 

with this, an apprenticeship 

document where William 

Tringham son of William 

Tringham a cardmaker 

(probably from Spitalfields) is 

apprenticed to Edward Leake 

an ingraver of Gutter Lane. 

He is my 5x Great 

Grandfather and William the 

cardmaker is my 6th x GGF.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 years later, in 1723, 

after William had finished 

his apprenticeship, he 

became a member of the 

Goldsmiths Company and 

hence a Freeman of the 

City. 

  

Gutter Lane, but 

narrow and none of 

the best. 

Description written in 1725 
This photo from 1899 
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In the same year he 

married Mary and they 

had their first child, 

another William. In total 

they had 6 children. The 

baptisms indicate that 

they probably lived 

slightly to the north east 

of St. Paul’s Cathedral.  

 

 

William worked as an engraver and in his turn had 3 apprentices, Frances Gardin and two of 

his sons William and Thomas.  

What did these Williams look 

like? This is a self-portrait of 

William Hogarth a well-known 

engraver and artist 

contemporary with them. He was 

born in the same area in which 

they lived. only a few minutes’ 

walk from St. Paul’s and followed 

the same profession. Did their 

paths cross and did they wear 

wigs like this? 

William died in February 1744 and was buried in St. Pauls churchyard. His wife Mary died in 

1747 and was also buried there. 
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