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John 1726 to 1788 4xGGF 

Now in continuing the line we come to William’s second son 

John born in 1726 and baptised in St. Vedast church Foster 

Lane. He is my 4xGGF.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1740 aged 14 he was 

apprenticed to a goldsmith called 

Hunt for 7 years.12 years later, in 

1752 he too was granted the 

Freedom of the City as a member 

of the Goldsmith’s Company. He 

worked as a jeweller and made 

watches which are still being sold 

today.  

John is listed in a book published by 

The Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths as John Tringham Goldsmith Newgate Street and 

an address there was insured by the Sun Fire Insurance Company. 

 

On December 1759 he married Alice 

Page at St. Augustine’s Church where 

two of his siblings had been baptised.  

His son James was born in 1760 and 

was also baptised there.  

  

St. Vedast FosterLane 

1814 by G. Shepherd 
Booths Architectural series of London Churches 
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John and Alice had another 6 children, and all these were baptised at St. Vedast where John 

himself had been baptised.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This church must have played an important part in the family’s life as John was the Parish 

Clerk here. This was a more secular and responsible job than today as before Civil 

Registration began in 1837 Parish Clerks were responsible for collecting information about 

births and death for the Corporation.  

 

John and his family would have 

known it as a new church as it was 

one of the 87 churches destroyed 

in The Great Fire and rebuilt by Sir 

Christopher Wren between 1695 

and 1701. The tower was added 

between 1709 to 1712 and cost 

£2958. 

 

 

 

Unfortunately, although St. Vedast’s still 

stands, it is completely changed internally as 

John’s church was destroyed in the Blitz and 

only rebuilt after the war due to the 

influence of Sir John Betjeman who was on 

the PCC at the time. 
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John and Alice’s eldest son James was a pupil at St. Paul’s School from 1771 till 1774. At this 

time the family were living at Lovetts Court Paternoster Row. In 1774 James was 

apprenticed to Thomas Boulton a goldsmith.  

John died in 1788 and was buried under the North Aisle in St. Vedast After his death two 

sons were admitted as Freemen by Patrimony. George in 1800 and 3xGGF Thomas Holland 

in 1802. 

The following year wife Alice entered a mark at Goldsmiths Hall as a Goldworker from 3 

Queen’s Head Passage Newgate street.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
She was assessed for land tax on an unidentified property in the Precinct of St. Leonards 

Foster lane from 1775 until her death in 1802. The property was probably in Priest’s Court 

Foster Lane just by St. Vedasts church. From 1803 the Land tax was assessed on John 

Tringham and Co. 

Alice died in 1802 and was also buried under the North Aisle. St. Vedast had a small 

churchyard and several family members were buried in a vault there. This is now a small 

secluded courtyard garden. 

 

 

1799 map showing Queen’s 
Head Passageway 

between Newgate Street and 
Paternoster Row 

and as it is today modern 
buildings but still as narrow 


