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John 1807-1863 
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Now we come to Great Great Grandfather, another John, the second child of Thomas 

Holland and Mary born in 1807. He became a Freeman by Patrimony and married Ann 

Culley from Reading in 1832 at St. Giles Church Cripplegate.  

 

 

They had 9 children 4 of whom died in infancy and were 

all buried with their grandparents in the vault at St. 

Vedast. 

For about eleven years the family lived in Cradle Court 

which is where Thomas Holland did so perhaps they all 

lived together. 

In 1843 they moved to 48 Bartholomew Close where 

John’ sister and mother lived so perhaps that is when the 

latter moved to Long Lane.  

Bartholomew Close 1884 
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Despite John being a member of the Goldsmiths by 

Patrimony, he did not follow the family tradition of 

working with precious metals but spent most of his 

working life as a druggist’s porter. There was a firm of 

wholesale druggists at numbers 57 to 60 in 

Bartholomew Close so perhaps he worked for them.  

 

 

 

Bartholomew Close was an interesting thoroughfare long 

and curving with many courts and alleyways. The buildings 

appear to have been numerous and diverse. 

 

John died in 1863 from bronchitis like his mother. He had 

been ill for two months. He is buried in Abney Park 

Cemetery Stoke Newington one of those built in the mid-

1800s to cope with the City’s gruesomely overflowing 

graveyards. It is now a nature reserve. 

 

 

He is buried in the same grave as his brother George and an 11 month old nephew George 

Thomas Wingrove the son of his sister Elizabeth and William Wingrove. They would also be 

buried in this grave as would John’s wife Ann.  

After John’s death Ann continued to live in Bartholomew Close with her 5 unmarried 

children. She worked as a laundress. She continued to live there for the next twenty or so 

years dying in 1890 at 267 St. James Road Bermondsey the home of her unmarried son 

Avila. 

Blakeneys Head Pub 35 Bartholomew Close  circa 1850s 

Evans Sons, Lescher and Webb Ltd.who were wholesale druggists 
at 57-60 Bartholomew Close 

1891 


